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ACTION NEA- 16 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EUR-25 ARA-16 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 

NSAE-00 PA-04 RSC-01 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 NSC-07 

DRC-01 (ISO)W 

039080 

R051020Z JUN 74 
FM AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
TO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 5788 
AMEMBASSY ROME 

CONFIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 1227 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, VT, AR, IS 

SUB J : NEW PAPAL NUNCIO 

REF: ROME 6625 

1. WE HAVE DISCUSSED HIS NEW ASSIGNMENT WITH MONSIGNOR PIO 
LAGHI, APOSTOLIC DELEGATE IN JERUSALEM WHO IS GOING TO BUENOS 
AIRES AS PAPAL NUNCIO. HE EXPECTS TO ARRIVE THERE IN MID- JUNE. 
TIMING IS TO BE DETERMINED BY VATICAN'S DESIRE THAT HE PRESENT 

HIS CREDENTIALS TO PRESIDENT AND NOT TO "A WOMAN" (LAGHI BELIEVED 
PERON WAS TO BE AWAY AT SOME POINT FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT. 

LEAVING HIS WIFE IN CHARGE). 

2. LAGHI'S OWN VIEWS ON PERON ARE DECIDEDLY NEGATIVE. HE 
ACKNOWLEDGES. HOWEVER. THAT CHURCH IN ARGENTINA IS SPLIT. WITH 
SOME ELEMENTS FAVORING PERON, SOME OPPOSED, AND SOME ESENTIALLY 
INDIFFERENT. HE CLEARLY LOOKS TOWARD ARGENTINE POLITICAL FUTURE 
WITH SOME PESSIMISM, AND FEELS HE HAS CHALLENGE IN HELPING GUIDE 
CHURCH THROUGH NEXT YEARS. 

3. COMMENT: LAGHI HAS BUILT REPUTATION IN JERUSALEM AS 
ASTUTE, MODERN, FLEXIBLE DIPLOMAT. HE HAS BEEN INNOVATIVE AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ENERGETIC IN PURSUING CHURCH POLICY IN VERY TRICKY CIRCUMSTANCES 
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HERE. WITH US HE HAS BEEN FRANK AND FORTHCOMING - A GOOD 
CONTACT. 

DAY 
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